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Those who met  
and listened to him, 
can still see him in the bright light 
of the classroom in Villa Monastero, 
speaking with his 
peculiar enthusiasm 
that, thanks to his knowledge, 
he was able to convey 
to others

Giovanni Polvani remembering Enrico Fermi’s lessons

CONFERENCE 
CENTRE
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VARENNA

Villa Monastero lies on the 
eastern shore of the Lake Como, 
in the picturesque village of 
Varenna. The village, dominated 
by a sheer mountain with 
Castello di Vezio on the top, 
has ancient origins. 

Its name first appeared in 
documents dating back to 493, 
although initial evidence of its 
existence was only found in 769. 

Varenna was once known as 
“Insula Nova” (New Island) due 
to the landing of the inhabitants 
of Isola Comacina in 1169. 

However, this area is believed 
to have been inhabited
since the late Bronze Age. 
The plant of the village is 
very regular and divided 
into sections, and is believed 
to have Roman origins, as 
well as the square that was 
probably home to the court.

San Giorgio church was 
problably built on the 
foundations of a Roman 
Temple.

THE CONFERENCE CENTRE

Villa Monastero, that 
was formerly a nunnery 
and a noble dwelling, is 
nowadays an internationally 
known Conference Centre. 
Institutions, universities, 
companies, organisations 
and research centres hold 
seminars, conventions, 
training courses, workshops 
and other events in this 
wonderful, historically 
remarkable setting. The main 
room, with its marbles and 
stunning view of the lake, is 
dedicated to the Noble Prize 
winner Enrico Fermi who 
taught there some physics 

lessons. Smaller rooms are also 
available: they are provided 
with technological equipments, 
combining functionality to the 
charm and the tranquillity of 
the place. 
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THE FERMI HALL
This hall is dedicated to Enrico 
Fermi, who in 1954 taught in the 
courses organised by Giovanni 
Polvani. It is now a conference 
hall, although it used to be 
a 13th century church dedicated 
to the Holy Virgin. 

Its vaulted ceiling and meditative 
atmosphere enshroud a small 
medieval fresco representing
the Pietà (Mercy).

CAPACITY
88 seats

TECHNICAL EQUIPMENT 
microphones, projector, 
flip-chat board, 
large screen for projections. 
Streaming and audio/video 
recording services upon 
request and with fee

DIMENSIONS AND SURFACES 
approximately 12 m x 6.30 m 
(around 75 m2)

CONFERENCE CENTRE 5

L'ambiente utilizzato oggi come sala delle Conferenze

è intitolato al fisico Enrico Fermi, che nel 1954

partecipò ai corsi organizzati da Giovanni Polvani,

direttore dell'Istituto di Fisica dell'Università degli Studi

di Milano.

Il locale nasce da una piccola chiesa del 1200 dedicata

a Maria Vergine: con i soffitti a volta e un'atmosfera

raccolta, custodisce un piccolo affresco raffigurante la

Pietà, resto medioevale autentico.

SALA FERMI
CAPIENZA:
da 65 a 88 posti

DOTAZIONI TECNICHE:
impianto microfonico, videoproiettore, 

lavagna a fogli mobili, ampio schermo per proiezioni. 

Servizio di streaming, registrazione e regia audio/video:

a pagamento e su richiesta.

DIMENSIONI E SUPERFICIE:
- zona relatori/sala: circa 7.80 m x 6.30 m (circa 49 m2)

- zona entrata/saletta: circa 4.20 m x 6.00 m (circa 25 m2)

SCHEDA TECNICA
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THE COUNCIL 
ROOM
This room has a stunning view 
on the lake and in records dating 
back to the beginning of the 
century, when the property 
belonged to W.E.J. Kees, it 
was referred to as the Green 
Room. This was probably due 
to the colour of the fabrics 
that Mr Kees chose for the 
decors. Pomegranates and vase 
decorations are on the walls 
in a typical 15th century style, 
candelabra shape adornments 
that garnish the jambs. A big 
oval carved walnut table, inlaid 
with other types of wood, is in 
the middle of the room. It was 
probably built in Lombardy in 
the mid 19th century and used as 
a study or library table.

CAPACITY 
15 seats

TECHNICAL EQUIPMENT 
projector 
flip-chart board 
screen for projections

DIMENSIONS AND SURFACES 
9.10 m x 4.95 m 
(approximately 45 m2)
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L’attuale Sala del Consiglio, dalla straordinaria vista sul lago,

era menzionata negli inventari di inizio secolo relativi a

quando la dimora era di W.E.J. Kees come Salone Verde,

forse per il colore dei tessuti utilizzati per gli arredi. Le

pareti rivelano decori con melagrane e vasi, legati a

intreccio, graffiti sull'intonaco di gusto neoquattrocentesco

così come le cornici a candelabra degli stipiti delle tre

porte della sala. Nella sala è collocato il grande tavolo

ovale in legno di noce intagliato e intarsiato in essenze

varie. Esso è frutto di maestranze lombarde e si può

riferire cronologicamente alla prima metà dell'Ottocento.

Particolare nell'insolita tipologia e nelle ampie dimensioni

aveva una probabile funzione di tavolo di studio o da

biblioteca. 

SALA CONSIGLIO
CAPIENZA:
15 posti

DOTAZIONI TECNICHE:
videoproiettore,  lavagna a fogli mobili e schermo per

proiezioni. 

DIMENSIONI E SUPERFICIE:
9,10 m x 4,95 m circa 45 m2

SCHEDA TECNICA
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THE BLACK 
ROOM

CONFERENCE CENTRE 9

This room owes its name to the 
colour chosen for the decors and 
tapestry, added at the end of the 
19th century. It is one of the two 
main rooms on the groundfloor. 

A big fireplace is placed on 
the central wall opposite the 
windows. 
On its top you find a Flemish 
tapestry representing the 
encounter of Antonio and 
Cleopatra. 
The furniture in dark walnut 
wood, by Michelangelo 
Guggenheim, has carved 
figures of caryatids, dragons 

and monsters. The sunset light  
enlivens the furniture hues, 
producing enchanting colours.

CAPACITY 
25 seats

TECHNICAL EQUIPMENT 
projectors 
flip-chart board 
screen for projections

DIMENSIONS AND SURFACES 
Approximately 9.30 m x 4.90 m  
(around 45 m2)

La Sala Nera, così chiamata per gli arredi e le tappezzerie

collocati a fine Ottocento, costituisce uno dei due saloni

di rappresentanza della Villa situati al pianterreno, disposti

simmetricamente a sinistra e a destra dell'atrio di

ingresso.

Al centro della parete di fronte alle finestre è posizionato

un grande camino, sormontato da un arazzo fiammingo

che raffigura l'incontro tra Antonio e Cleopatra. I mobili

sono in noce scuro, di Michelangelo Guggenheim,

intagliati con figure di cariatidi, draghi e mostri. Al

tramonto, il sole infiamma i legni della sala con giochi di

colore affascinanti.

SALA NERA
CAPIENZA:
25 posti

DOTAZIONI TECNICHE:
videoproiettore, lavagna a fogli mobili, schermo per

proiezioni.

DIMENSIONI E SUPERFICIE:
circa 9.30 m x 4.90 m circa 45 m2

SCHEDA TECNICA
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THE 
MULTIMEDIA ROOM

This room has internet access 
and is available for learning 
activities, workshops and 
conferences.
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Spazio autonomo, situato al piano superiore rispetto

alle altre sale della Villa e modernamente attrezzato. 

Dispone di 10 postazioni collegate a Internet utilizzabili

per attività didattiche, laboratori e convegni. 

SALA MULTIMEDIALE
CAPIENZA:
25 posti

DOTAZIONI TECNICHE:
videoproiettore, lavagna a fogli mobili, schermo per

proiezioni.

DIMENSIONI E SUPERFICIE:
3,60 m x 8,60 m circa 30 m2

SCHEDA TECNICA

CAPACITY
25 seats

TECHNICAL EQUIPMENT
projectors, flip-chart board, 

screen for projections

DIMENSIONS AND SURFACES 
Approximately 3.60 m x 8.60 m 

(around 30 m²)
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THE POLVANI 
ROOM

CONFERENCE CENTRE 13

This was a library dedicated 
to Giovanni Polvani, Professor 
of Experimental Physics at 
Università degli Studi di Milano, 
President of the Italian Society 
of Physics from 1948 to 1961, 
director of the National Council 
of Research and Director of the 
Institute of Physics at Università 
degli Studi di Milano.

This room is now a large, bright 
meeting room whose windows 
face the lake and the garden.

CAPACITY
30 seats

TECHNICAL EQUIPMENT
projector
flip-chart board
screen for projections

DIMENSIONS AND SURFACES
Approximately 8.20 m x 9.50 m 
(around 80 m2)²

La biblioteca di Giovanni Polvani, professore di fisica

sperimentale all'Università degli Studi di Milano,

Presidente della Società Italiana di Fisica dal 1948 al

1961, Direttore del Consiglio Nazionale delle Ricerche

e già Direttore dell'Istituto di Fisica dell’Università degli

Studi di Milano, è ora sede di una grande e luminosa

sala riunioni, con ampi finestroni e vista incantevole su

tutto il lago e sul giardino della Villa. 

SALA POLVANI
CAPIENZA:
30 posti

DOTAZIONI TECNICHE:
videoproiettore, lavagna a fogli mobili, 

schermo per proiezioni.

DIMENSIONI E SUPERFICIE:
circa 8.20 m x 9.50 m circa 80 m2

SCHEDA TECNICA
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BEDROOMS

Conference attendants can find 
accommodation in the Villa 
Monastero. The 12 bedrooms 
(4 single and 8 double rooms) 
are provided with satellite TV, 
safe, internet connection and 
phones. 

Three bedrooms are furnished 
with ancient décor, while the 
remaining nine have modern 
furniture. All the rooms look out 
onto the lake and offer a view of 
the beautiful scenery of Bellagio.
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CONCESSIONS

•	50% reduction for 
conferences held by 
institutes of the National 
Council of Research 

•	25% reduction for 
bookings made through 
public institutions of the 
Lecco district

•	15% reduction for events 
or meetings proposed by 
tourist operators of the 
Lecco area

SALE MEETING

DAILY RATES VAT INCLUDED YEAR 2017

FERMI HALL 
€ 800,00 full day
€ 480,00 half day
€ 400,00 evening

MULTIMEDIA ROOM 
€ 380,00

BLACK ROOM 
€ 240,00

POLVANI ROOM
€ 315,00 full day
€ 210,00 half day

COUNCIL ROOM
€ 390,00

SINGLE ROOM 
€ 110,00

DOUBLE ROOM 
OR DOUBLE FOR SINGLE USE
€ 130,00

CONFERENCE ROOMS 
AND BEDROOMS
€ 2.360,00

GARDEN
€ 390,00

Per agevolare l’attività convegnistica, Villa Monastero

offre la possibilità di pernottamento, grazie alla presenza

di 12 camere. Si tratta di 4 singole e 8 doppie dotate di

TV satellitare, cassaforte, collegamento Internet,

telefono. Tre camere sono arredate con mobili antichi,

nove hanno arredi moderni. Tutte le camere godono di

vista sul lago, che si apre sull'affascinante scenario della

punta di Bellagio. 

12 CAMERE SALE MEETING
SALA
FERMI

SALA
NERA 

SALA
MULTIMEDIALE

SALA
POLVANI

Area (m2) 75 ca 45 ca 30 ca 78 ca

Dimensioni (m) 12 x 6,30 ca 9,30 x 4,90 ca 3,60 x 8,60 8,20 x 9,50

Teatro da 65 a 88 25 25 -

Scuola - - 10 -

Ferro di cavallo - - - 30

Tavolo unico - - - -

SALA
CONSIGLIO

45 ca

9,10 x 4,95

-

-

-
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SERVICES

coffee bar
catering
bookshop
exhibition room

Villa Monastero has a 
“UNI EN ISO 9001:2008” 
quality certification thanks 
to its high-quality services.

GETTING HERE
FROM MILAN

BY PLANE
shuttles from Milan Linate and 
Milan Malpensa airports to 
Milan Central railway station 
are available.

BY TRAIN
from Milan Central railway 
Station take the train to 
Sondrio/Tirano and get off at 
Varenna/Esino.

BY CAR
from Milan take Strada Statale 
S.S.36 towards Lecco. Upon 
reaching Lecco, join the S.P .72 
and then take the exit junction 
to Abbadia Lariana/Mandello/
Varenna. Villa Monastero is 
on the main road of the town. 
A nearby car park is also 
available
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